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Confronting clinical challenges
and professional stress

This issue of Neurology® Clinical Practice (NCP) features articles that explore
challenging clinical scenarios. Karam and Tramontozzi (p. 384) describe rapid
screening for inflammatory neuropathies, Salter et al. (p. 397) reveal the

interactive effects of disability and health behaviors in multiple sclerosis, and O’Connor
et al. (p. 419) examine longitudinal behavioral changes in frontotemporal dementia.

In a meta-analysis of hemicraniectomy for severe middle cerebral artery infarction, Streib
et al. (p. 433) point out the paradox that this procedure improves both excellent and poor
outcomes by improving survival overall. In an accompanying editorial, Neugebauer and
Woitzik (p. 381) discuss the nuances of decision-making as they relate to age and level
of disability, and the limitations of deriving a single algorithm for treatment options.

Nothing creates more stress in a practicing US physician than a change in Medicare rules
and payment options. Jones et al. (p. 459) discuss the passage of the Medicare Access and
CHIP Reauthorization Act of 2015 (MACRA), heralding a fundamental shift from volume-
based to value-based payment for health care services in the United States. Zuccarelli and
Coffman (p. 429) describe a quality improvement project tackling requests for after-
hours refilling of prescriptions. In an accompanying editorial, AllisonWeathers (p. 379) puts
neurologist burnout and the use of quality improvement techniques into greater perspective.

Our Five New Things series provides timely updates on epilepsy by Saipetch et al.
(p. 444) and on Parkinson disease and cognitive impairment by Davis and Racette (p. 452).

We strive to make NCP essential reading and welcome your feedback on topics
relevant to your practice.

John R. Corboy, MD, FAAN
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