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Weighing the risks and benefits
of intervention

Knowledge, clinical judgment, and the relationship between practitioner and
patient all inform decision-making surrounding diagnostic and therapeutic
neurologic interventions. Assessing the need for intervention in matters of pain

is especially challenging. In this issue of Neurology® Clinical Practice, Bartleson and
Maus present a 3-part Drugs and Devices series examining diagnostic and therapeutic
spinal interventions: facet joint interventions (p. 342); epidural injections (p. 347); and
diskography (p. 353). In an accompanying editorial, Franklin and Markman (p. 277)
emphasize: “It is critical that neurologists understand the complex tradeoffs of risk and
benefit that invariably go along with addressing the pain symptoms that are often at the
heart of disability claims.”

The number of civilians and military personnel confronting disability due to trau-
matic peripheral nerve injury has grown over the past 2 decades. A Clinical and Ethical
Challenges article by Smith et al. (p. 280) discusses ethical considerations and the com-
plexities of shared decision-making in elective amputation following peripheral nerve
injury. The authors emphasize the importance of “respect for autonomy, beneficence,
nonmalfeasance, and justice.while trying to determine what the physician’s role
should be for these patients..”

Two articles in the Eye on Practice section tackle the intricacies of the intersection of
the medical and legal professions. Woodcock (p. 329) offers advice on incorporating
medical legal consultation into a neurology practice. Cheshire and Hutchins (p. 335)
discuss professionalism and additional ethical implications of serving as an expert
witness in a courtroom.

The debate regarding the nature of physician-Pharma interactions continues in our
correspondence section, The Nerve! Please add your thoughts to the discussion!
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